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Osumi river canyons, Skrapari re-
gion (Albania) 
 
Afat Serjani, afatserjani@gmail.com; Adil Neziraj: anezi-
raj@yahoo.com, and Merita Dollma: meritadollma@ya-
hoo.com 
 
 
ProGEO-Albania as a branch of the European Associa-
tion for the Geological Heritage Conservation in Albania. 
Every year we organize geotrips to the different geolog-
ical sites and geoparks of Albania. This year (2015) the 
trip went the Osumi river canyon. 
 

Since the ProGEO meeting in Belogradchik in Bulgaria 
in M ay 1995 the A lbanian m embers of P roGEO have 
done a lot of studies together with geologists of Geolog-
ical Survey of Albania and albanian geographers in field 
of Geological Heritage Conservation.  
 
The number of ProGEO memers in Albania last years is 
up t o 50  geo logists, geogr aphers, teachers, students 
from Tirana, Durresi, Korca, Elbasani, Shkodra, Kukesi 
and Peshkopia.  
 
The most important events last year were the scientific 
sessions:  
 
 

Pillow lava on the Reykjanes peninsula. Photo: Lars Erikstad 
 

The Osumi Canyon, Photo: A. Serjani 
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Osumi River and Canyon. Picture from “Geosites of Skrapari 

Region. 
 

• ''Geological Heritage Conservation in Albania'' 
held in Scientific Conference dedicated to the 
90-Aniversary of Geological Survey of Albania 
on November, 2012 and 

• ''Geological H eritage and G eotourism'' in B al-
kan G eological A ssociation C ongress held i n 
Tirana on S eptember, 2014 . H ere w ere pr e-
sented 12  oral pr esentations and  22  po sters. 
There w ere y oung par ticipants f rom Albania, 
Romania, Greece, Italy, Slovenia, Hungary.  

Another important scientific event is International Sym-
posium o f G eography: Lan dscapes per ception, 
knowledge, aw areness and action, or ganised by F the 
aculty of Geography of Spiru Haret University in Roma-
nia. Last three years 20 ProGEO members have partic-
ipated in this symposium with posters and oral presen-
tations. 
 
The geotrip this year went to the Osumi River Canyons, 
in the Skrapari Region. The aim of the trip was to visit to 

the most important geological sites and landscapes of  
the Skrapari R egion and pr esent t hese es pecially for 
students a nd additionally visit the ci ty of Berati which 
have cultural heritage included in UNESCO world herit-
age. This was set i n perspective and l inked t o i nfor-
mation on environmental protection of the area.  
 
Large canyons is a prominent feature in the landscape 

 
Participants at the Berati Castle. Photo: A. Serjani 

 
of the Skrapari R egion. T he most interesting of these 
are the Osumi River canyon. It i s 13km long, 70-80m 
deep, and 4-35m wide between the Hambull village up 
to Çorovoda t own which i s the center of the Skrapari 
Region. The c anyon is formed i n bedded limestone 
rocks, of horizontal strike of Upper Cretaceous-Eocene 
age. Limestone rocks are covered by Oligocene flysch 
formation. It has v erticaly l imestone walls. The Car-
bonate formation constitutes an underground karst wa-
ter basin. Walking along the floor of the canyon, you are 
astonished by the natural phenomena. In some parts of 
the canyon t here ar e w aterfalls. Into v ertically w alls 
there are formed a lot of kast caves, amongst them the 
well known  ‘’Bride’s Cave’’ near the the Bigazi village. 
The cave as well as other karst forms are linked to local 
legends such as “the foots of Saint Abas Ali”.  
 
The canyon represents a very interesting geoecosystem 
with vegetation of different kinds linked to the limestones 
and t he flysch sediments. In the k arst ho les of  t he 
limesone walls a lot of nests of  doves and o ther birds 
are f ound. The River have s everal f ish s pecies. The 
Canyon has geological and geomorphological scientific 
values. It is very interesting in didactic and geotourist 
aspects. Every year,teams ( especially Chech t eams) 
use the river for rowing sports. On the edge of the can-
yon there is built visitors facilites included camping sites. 
 
The Gradeci Canyon is placed next to the town of Ço-
rovoda. This canyon is formed in the most southern part 
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of the Kulmaka anticline. It is very deep (about 300m) 
with limestones on both sides. The Gradeci Canyon can 
be visited getting up along with the road to Devrie Pass, 
or going along with the river bed from Çorovoda by foot. 
During the geotour we visited the Piro Goshi karst Cave 
and the Guaku karst Spring.  
 
The ol d c ity of Berati is an important cultural Heritage 
site inscribed in the UNESCO world heritage list. We vis-
ited the Mangalem museum and t he Castle with the 
Onufri Museum. Here it is a a lot of ancient artifacts and 
pictures of cultural and historical importance. The Berati 
Castle is bu ilt on the northen flank of the Gorica car-
bonate anticline, while the Osumi River has cut through 
this structure forming a deep Gorge.  
 
The geotour was held over two days in June 2015. 41 
geologists, geographers and students participated. Due 
to the efforts of Prof. Merita Dollma and Adil Neziraj the 
organization, accomodation and v isits t o O sumi and 
Gradeci canyons, to Piro Goshit C ave and Guaku 
Spring were a success. Local tourist guides accompa-
nyied us to the geological sites. This geotour was com-
plex, combining v iew of geosites with cultural heritage 
and with environment protection. The participants were 

inspired not only by visiting geosites and cultural herit-
age, but also as a result of good company and discus-
sions. They will certainly contribute for distribution the 
ProGEO ideas in the Albanian universities, schools and 
other geological and geo science institutions. Some of  
them are plannig geotourist activities in their regions. 
 

 
In Piro Goshi karst cave, Photo: F. Cani 

 
 

Gradeci Canyon, Photo Photo A. Serjani 
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UNESCO Global Geoparks: geo-
heritage recognized at the highest 
level  
 
José Brilha, jbrilha@dct.uminho.pt Note: this text includes 
extracts from the UNESCO website and from the IGGP stat-
utes.  
 
On 17  N ovember 2015 , during the 38 th s ession of  
UNESCO’s G eneral C onference, the 195  M ember 
States decided to endorse the statutes of a new interna-
tional program: the International Geoscience and Ge-
oparks Program (IGGP). This allows the Organisation to 
more closely reflect the societal challenges of Earth Sci-
ence today and provides an international status to a for-
mer network of sites of geological significance.  
 
The creation of a new label was also ratified by this or-
ganisation: “UNESCO Global Geoparks”. This new label 
expresses governmental recognition of the importance 
of managing outstanding geological sites and land-
scapes in a holistic manner. 
 
Together with World Heritage sites and Biosphere Re-
serves, U NESCO G lobal G eoparks f orm a  complete 
range of sustainable development tools and make an in-
valuable contribution to the realisation of the 2030 Sus-
tainable D evelopment G oals by combining g lobal and 
local perspectives. 
 
The new IGGP is constituted by two activities: the Inter-
national G eoscience P rogramme (IGCP) and  t he 
UNESCO Global Geoparks (UGG). IGCP fosters inter-
disciplinary g eoscientific r esearch among r esearchers 
internationally, through joint research work, meetings 
and workshops and is well known by  the geoscientific 
community since 1972. 
 

 
Presently, 120 UNESCO Global Geoparks are located in 33 

countries (represented in red). 
 
UGG is the mechanism of international cooperation by 
which areas of geological heritage of international value, 
through a bottom-up approach to conserving that herit-
age, support each other to engage with local communi-
ties to promote awareness of that heritage and adopt a 
sustainable approach to the development of the area. 
After a first aborted at tempt to c reate a  UNESCO Ge-
oparks Programme back in 2001, now this organisation 
finally recognizes geoparks as relevant strategies of ter-
ritorial m anagement s upported on  t he c onservation of  
geoheritage with international significance.  
 
UNESCO has now two instruments to recognise geolog-
ical heritage: a) integration of a geosite in the World Her-
itage List when its “outstanding universal value” is fully 
justified (mainly based on criterion (viii) of the WH con-
vention); b) recognition of a territory as UNESCO Global 
Geopark, based on geosites with geological significance 
at the regional international level. 
 
This new international recognition will certainly in-
crease the visibility of geoheritage and geoconserva-
tion worldwide. The responsibility of all geoconserva-
tionists will also reach a new level because sound sci-
ence-based decisions will be needed in order to select 
the best geosites and to implement proper manage-
ment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General setting of the new International 
Geoscience and Geoparks Programme of 

UNESCO (IGGP). 
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Geoheritage as a part of nature 
conservation strategies 
 
During the last years, ProGEO have been active in pro-
moting Geoheritage and geoconservation as a part of 
nature c onservation s trategies. We have s uccessfully 
contributed to motions in the IUCN system (see the Rey-
kjavik dec laration ( last issue of P roGEO NEWS). P ro-
GEO has also participated in the fitness check of the EU 
habitat and bird directives issued by the EU Commis-
sion. The result from this fitness check is now beginning 
to be reviled and so far, no reference to Geoheritage has 
been spotted in any texts. Pro GEO have therefore sent 
this open letter to EU officials in the hope that our voice 
is not forgotten:’ 
 

Open ProGEO letter addressed to: 
 
Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Af-
fairs and Fisheries 
Giovanni La Via, Chair of the European Parliament's ENVI 
Committee 
Hans Bruyninckx, Executive Director, European Environment 
Agency 
 
The common EU legislative framework that sets the 
standards for nature protection across European Mem-
ber States is provided by two main pieces of legislation 
that are undergoing a Fitness Check.  
 
The European Association for the Conservation of the 
Geological Heritage – ProGEO and many of its individ-
ual and institutional members have participated in the 
public consultation trying to demonstrate that having the 
whole EU nature protection legislation based only in 
Birds and Habitats Directives is putting at risk a crucial 
part o f E uropean nat ure: the ge ological her itage t hat 
records E urope’s evolution, and  the geodiversity t hat 
underpins its biodiversity. 
 
What is exactly the problem? 
Present EU nature legislation does not truly cover all 
types o f na tural e lements t hat ar e unde r t hreat and 
which need to be properly managed. 
 
Natural heritage includes both biological and geological 
heritage. The latter is made up of geological sites of in-
terest, as well as landscapes that are shaped and de-
fined by their geological features. Fossils, rocks, miner-
als, landforms a nd g eological s tructures a re just as  
much part of nature as plants and animals. These geo-
logical features also include major scientific assets 
shared by all countries, as well as educational and cul-
tural resources, and  t hus need  t o be  pr eserved and 
properly m anaged a s ge ological her itage, par t of  our  
natural heritage. 

 
 

ProGEO has for many years worked hard to document the 
need for geoconservation in Europe and beyond. Our book 

“Geoheritage in Europe and its conservation” documents the 
state of geoconservation in Europe and the need for future 
work. The best strategy for Europe would be an upgrade of 

the EU nature conservation directive system to cover all na-
ture, not only habitats and birds. 

 
 
In add ition, geod iversity a ssures fundamental s upport 
services to biodiversity, and contributes significantly to 
ecosystem services. EU nature conservation legislation 
is currently primarily focused on the conservation of bi-
odiversity. Its implementation will be strengthened, and 
aided by a wider perspective including the conservation 
of geodiversity.  
 
To some degree, geodiversity should already be in-
cluded, as it is fundamental to ecosystem functions and 
services, but the implementation of the Birds and Habi-
tats Directives is not clear, and in part ignorant, with re-
spect to the abiotic aspect of nature.  
 
The two “nature” Directives, as implemented today, re-
strict the social perspective of what is nature and which 
parts of it deserve to be preserved for the future, making 
it difficult to properly manage geoheritage under the cur-
rent framework.  
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The chapter Geoconservation in protected areas is found in 
the new IUCN book: “Protected Area Governance and Man-

agement” and is an example of the need to integrate geocon-
servation in nature conservation all over the world. 

 
 
A clearer Directive’s text in this regard and its stronger 
implementation will contribute to a better and holistic ap-
proach to nature conservation. Without it, the degrada-
tion of an important part of Europe’s natural heritage – 
the geoher itage – will continue, and  geo sites of  im-
portance to future European generations will be lost.  
 
Proper conservation and m anagement of  ge oheritage 
and geodiversity will also benefit biodiversity and in-
crease its resilience. Both are fully compatible, and na-
ture and  s ociety w ill benef it o f s uch an  appr oach. 
Rec(2004)3 of the Council of Europe, and Resolution 
5.048 of IUCN (Jeju, 2012) promote this holistic view of 
nature conservation. European states should abide to 
these international regulations and support the ideal of 
a holistic approach to nature conservation. 
 
ProGEO wants t o s tress t he i mportance of i nclusive 
strategies to guarantee the conservation of geological 
heritage i n EU nat ure l egislation. At t he i nternational 
level, UNESCO has now two instruments to recognise 
geological heritage:  
 
(a) the integration of geosites in the World Heritage List 
when “outstanding universal value” is fully justified (cri-
terion viii of the WH convention);  

  
 

Geoheritage has been well documented over the last years 
and it should be no reason that geoconservation should not 

be in the mainstream of nature conservation strategies. 
 
 
(b) r ecognition o f a  territory as U NESCO Global G e-
opark based on geosites with geological significance at 
the regional international level. 
 
However, there is not a single EU mechanism to protect 
these (and many others) exceptional occurrences. 
Therefore, we urge the EU to implement a solid nature 
protection legislation that integrates both biodiversity 
and geodiversity, and considers geoheritage as part of 
natural he ritage. A ny ot her w ay forward is a ctually a  
step back. 
 
 

New ProGEO executive committee  
 
After the autumn’s elections a new ProGEO executive 
committee has been formed: 
 

• Gunnel Ransed – Sweden 
• Irini Theodossiou-Drandaki – Greece  (second 

secretary) 
• Jan Urban – Poland 
• João Rocha – Portugal  
• Kevin Page – United Kingdom 
• Lars Erikstad – Norway (executive secretary) 
• Lesley Dunlop – United Kigdom 
• Lovisa Ásbjörnsdóttir – Iceland 
• Nizamettin Kazanci –Turkey 
• Radoslav Nakov – Bulgaria 
• Sven Lundqvist – Sweden (treasurer) 
• Tapio Kananoja – Finland 

 
 

New vice president 
 
Afat Serjani (Albania) has been elected new leader of 
the ProGEO working group for southeastern Europe 
and thereby new vice president of ProGEO 
 

6 



     
 
 

 http://www.progeo.se  NO.4 2015      
   

Geoheritage under threat 
 
As can be seen from the open letter to EU officials we 
argue that Geoheritage in Europe is under threat. We 
do, however, lack documentation on the fate of Euro-
pean geosites. If we scan our records we have some 
few examples in ProGEO NEWS discussing special ge-
osites that has been destroyed or are directly threatened 
during the last years (see for example ProGEO NEWS 
4, 2012  and  ProGEO N EWS 4 2013 geosites on Cri-
mea. 
 
We will, however need to collect more examples of the 
successes and failures of European geoconservation. 
The failures are at this stage especially important in doc-
umenting that the Geoheritage is a part of nature also 
under threat and that it is necessary to include Geoher-
itage in European nature conservation strategies. We 
will therefore urge our members to send in documenta-
tion from different parts of Europe to illustrate this points. 
Please send in examples in a simple text format or as 
contributions to ProGEO NEWS with text and pictures 
that illustrate both the Geoheritage values as well as the 
threat. The material will be used in strengthening our ar-
gumentation towards EU, single countries and interna-
tional organizations. 
 

 

 
 

European Geosciences Union 
General assembly 2016 
 
The meeting (Vienna 17-22 of April) will contain a ses-
sion on Geoheritage and Geodiversity (SSS3.6/EOS7) 
convened b y Benjamin van W yk d e V ries, Z bigniew 
Zwoliński, Paola Coratza, Marco Giardino, Hanneke van 
den A ncker, Emmanuel R eynard, S joerd K luiving, 
Thomas Kisser, Grazina Skridlaite, Alicja Najwer, Erika 
Vye and Stefanie Zecha. The themes of the session are 
linked t o the terms, w hich ar e be ing us ed m ore and 
more frequently in scientific nomenclature: Geoheritage 
and Geodiversity.  
 
The c oncept of  geohe ritage and  geod iversity have 
aroused s trong interest and  debat e, no t o nly of  r e-
searchers in Earth Sciences but also of experts in biol-

ogy, spatial planning, tourism and cultural heritage, es-
pecially those interested in integrated and interdiscipli-
nary approaches. The importance of conserving geodi-
versity and geoheritage is now widely acknowledged 
and introduced in the European Landscape Convention 
and the EU Soil Strategy. Several attempts have been 
made to define and a ssess geoheritage and geodiver-
sity. As with biodiversity, when describing the geodiver-
sity of an area it can refer to different aspects, such as 
the maximum variety as well as those elements and pat-
terns that are characteristic for the genesis of a specific 
area. A t present, there is a raising aw areness o f the 
complex connections t hat e xist be tween geoher itage, 
biological and cultural heritage. In our session, we want 
to address these subjects, including current methods of 
research and debate on geodiversity and geoheritage in 
international as well as nat ional scientific worlds, f rom 
the global to the local scale. 
 
In particular, we invite presentations and posters related 
to the following themes: 

• methodological presentations (definitions, ap-
proaches, context), 

• presentations o f m ethods ( mapping, as sess-
ment, classification and quantification), 

• case studies o f ge odiversity, geoher itage, 
geo(morpho)sites and geomonuments, 

• especially studies addressing a more sustaina-
ble land use, 

• geoparks and geoheritage conservation, man-
agement and promotion, 

• links and interactions between geoheritage and 
geodiversity, bio- and cultural 

• diversity and heritage, 
• geoparks, geotourism and geoheritage conser-

vation, management and promotion, 
• educational aspects of geoheritage and geodi-

versity. 
 
The session is co-organized by the International Asso-
ciation o f G eomorphologists' Working Group o n G eo-
morphosites and the Working Group on Land form As-
sessment for Geodiversity, and ProGEO, the European 
Association for the Conservation of the Geological Her-
itage. We are organizing the publication of the session's 
proceedings in a special issue of an international peer-
reviewed journal free of charge (subject to acceptance). 
 
Detailed information on how to submit an abstract can 
be found at: http://egu2016.eu//abstract_manage-
ment/how_to_submit_an_abstract.html Deadline for re-
ceipt of abstracts is 13 Jan 2016, 13:00 CET. 
 
For more information: http://www.egu2015.eu/sup-
port_and_distinction.html  
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Three important meetings next 
year: 
 
• International Geologic Congress (IGC), Cape 

Town, South Africa, 27 August – 4 Sept. 2016, 
http://www.35igc.org/, The deadline for abstract 
submissions is 31st January 2016. Consider sub-
mitting to the IGC Geoheritage Theme Session: 
http://www.35igc.org/Themes/1/Geoheritage-
and-Conservation; GSG Steering Committee 
members, Patrick McKeever and Enrique Díaz-
Martínez, are conveners (champions) of this 
session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• IUCN World Conservation Congress (WCC), 
Honolulu, Hawaii USA, 1 – 10 September 2016, 
http://www.iucnworldconservationcongress.org/,  
 
 

• UNESCO Global Geoparks Conference, South 
Devon, UK, 26 – 30 September 2016, 
http://ggn2016.com/about-ggn2016/, The call for 
abstracts will be issued in January 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline next issue of ProGEO NEWS: Mars 15th. 2016 
 

Please do not forget to send contributions to ProGEO NEWS. Members are interested in things that happen all over 
the world, your experiences, geosites, everyday geotopes and landscapes, geoconservation and geotourism efforts! 
ProGEO news is published on the internet 
 

www.progeo.se  
 

Please send your contributions 500 – 2000 words with photographs, maps and figures clearly marked as a ProGEO 
NEWS contribution to: 

 
lars.erikstad@nina.no 

 
If longer texts are needed, please contact the editor 

ProGEO: European Association for the Conservation of the Geological Heritage. ● Address: Box 670, SGU,  
SE-751 28 Uppsala, Sweden. ● Treasurer: Sven Lundqvist. ● Bank: SWEDBANK, SE-105 34 Stockholm, Sweden. 
Swiftcode: SWEDSESS. IBAN: SE91 8000 0838 1613 7672 5782. ● Membership subscription: personal: € 50 (in-
cluding GEOHERITAGE subscription), 25/yr.(without journal subscription), institutional: €185/yr. ● President: José B. 
R. Brilha, Earth Sciences Department, University of Minho, Campus de Gualtar, 4710-057 Braga, PORTUGAL. ● Executive 
Secretary: Lars Erikstad, NINA, Gaustadaleen 21, NO-0349 Oslo, Norway.  ProGEO NEWS - A ProGEO newsletter 
issued 4 times a year with information about ProGEO and its activities. Editor: Lars Erikstad, NINA, Gaustadaleen 21, 
NO-0349 Oslo, Norway, Phone: + 47 91 66 11 22, Fax: +47 73 80 14 01, e-mail: lars.erikstad@nina.no. Contributions 
preferred by mail (Unformatted Word- or ASCII-format). 
 

ProGEO NEWS produced with support from the Norwegian directorate for Nature Management 
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